The Book of Ephesians Part 1

Ephesians 1:1-23
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to
the faithful in Christ Jesus:

The Apostle Paul begins this Epistle to the Church at Ephesus by letting them know that he has
been called to be an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God. The Apostle Paul was not taught
this gospel by man but by the revelation of Jesus Christ himself. “But I certify you, brethren,
that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For | neither received it of man,
neither was | taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. For ye have heard of my
conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure | persecuted the church
of God, and wasted it: And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own
nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. But when it pleased God,
who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me,
that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately | conferred not with flesh and blood:
Neither went | up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but | went into Arabia,
and returned again unto Damascus.” (Gal 1:11-17)

This epistle or letter was addressed to both “the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in
Christ Jesus:”

2 Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

It is important that the Apostle Paul acknowledges in his salutation that grace and peace be to the
saints and the faithful in Christ Jesus “from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Though our God is one. The man Christ Jesus was the mediator between God and man. Jesus
was God manifested in the flesh to take away the sins of the world. In order for this to take place
God needed to take upon him the seed of Abraham after the flesh so that he could die in our
place and become the mediator of a better covenant established upon better promises. “Now a
mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.” (Gal 3:20) “In burnt offerings and sacrifices
for sin thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, | come (in the volume of the book it is written
of me,) to do thy will, O God. Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings
and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the
law; Then said he, Lo, | come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may
establish the second. By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all.” (Heb 10:6-10) “For there is one God, and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.”
(1 Tim 2:5-6) “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself
likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the
seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that
he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation



for the sins of the people.” (Heb 2:14-17) “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and
saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” (Jn 1:29) “But now
hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better
covenant, which was established upon better promises. For if that first covenant had been
faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second.” (Heb 8:6-7)

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

Since God was manifest in the flesh as the Son of God, Jesus the Christ, being also a man makes
God both his God and his Father in regards to the humanity of Christ whereas concerning the
divinity of Christ he was God. Thus the scriptures “Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but
God is one.” (Gal 3:20) “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus;” (1 Tim 2:5)

God has “blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ” as we are now each
individually a member of the body of Jesus Christ. This making us partakers of the divine nature
of Jesus Christ. “For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that
one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into
one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made
to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.” (1 Cor 12:12-14)
“According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us
exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” (2 Peter 1:3-4) “For we are
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” (Eph 5:30)

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before him in love:

God calling those things which be not as though they were, having in his foreknowledge that
mankind was going to fall into sin, having an eternal purpose in Christ to redeem us from sin,
predestinated us according to his foreknowledge before the foundation of the world. For us to
“be holy and without blame before him in love” by being made partakers of his divine nature by
becoming born again where we become members of his body. “(As it is written, | have made
thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the
dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.” (Rm 4:17) “Remember the
former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; | am God, and there is none like me,
Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done,
saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:” (Isa 46:9-10) “According to the
eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:” (Eph 3:11)

5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to
the good pleasure of his will,

“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son,



that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them
he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also
glorified. What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He
that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also
freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that
justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.” (Rm 8:29-34) “Of his own
will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.”
(James 1:18)

6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.

“For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely
for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.
For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more,
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. And not only so, but we also joy in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.” (Rm 5:6-11)

7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace;

“For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. Whereof the Holy Ghost
also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, This is the covenant that | will make with
them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will
| write them; And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. Now where remission of
these is, there is no more offering for sin.” (Heb 10:14-18)

8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;

9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he
hath purposed in himself:

10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:

The mystery of his will was that he would gather together in Christ both Jew and Gentile in one
Body. The body of Jesus Christ.

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose
of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:

“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold,
from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before
the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, Who by him do believe
in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be



in God. Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: Being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for
ever.” (1 Peter 1:18-23) “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we
are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if
so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.” (Rm 8:14-17) “But when
the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,
To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through
Christ.” (Gal 4:4-7) “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to
his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved
in heaven for you, Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.” (1 Peter 1:3-5)

12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.

13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in
whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto
the praise of his glory.

The Holy Spirit given to us “is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession”. The Holy Spirit is our promise of everlasting life! It is the promise of
the new testament covenant which we enter into when we are born again as the Apostle Peter
instructed us. “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the
promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call.” (Acts 2:38-39) “For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of
Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their
hearts: and | will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: And they shall not teach
every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know
me, from the least to the greatest. For | will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins
and their iniquities will I remember no more. In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the
first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.” (Heb 8:10-13) “But
ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ be in you, the body is dead
because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that raised
up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken
your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” (Rm 8:9-11)

15 Wherefore | also, after | heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints,
16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers;



17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:

18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

“Whereof | am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for
you, to fulfil the word of God; Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from
generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known what is
the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we
may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto | also labour, striving according to his
working, which worketh in me mightily.” (Col 1:25-29)

19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the
working of his mighty power,

20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right
hand in the heavenly places,

21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:

22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the
church,

23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

“For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak. But one
in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man,
that thou visitest him? Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with
glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands: Thou hast put all things in
subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not
put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him.” (Heb 2:5-8) “For he must reign,
till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” (1 Cor
15:25-26) “And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall
reign for ever and ever.” (Rev 11:15)

Ephesians 2:1-22
1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;

The Apostle Paul tells the Church at Ephesus that God had given life to them by Jesus Christ
“who were dead in trespasses and sins”. Speaking from the previous chapter concerning God
and “the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of
his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at
his own right hand in the heavenly places”.

2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince
of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:



3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling
the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

The Apostle Paul including both the Jew with the Gentile when he says “Among whom also we
all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh”. “For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God;” (Rm 3:23) “But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the
promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.” (Gal 3:22)

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,
5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
saved;)

This being accomplished by being born again. “And ye are complete in him, which is the head
of all principality and power: In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made
without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:
Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation
of God, who hath raised him from the dead. And you, being dead in your sins and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all
trespasses;” (Col 2:10-13) This is what takes place when you enter into the New Testament
Covenant as the Apostle Peter instructs us, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” (Acts 2:38-39) “For | will be merciful to their
unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. In that he saith, A
new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to
vanish away.” (Heb 8:12-13)

6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

“For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.”” (Phil 3:20-
21) “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if
we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his
resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” (Rm 6:4-6)

7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness
toward us through Christ Jesus.

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many;
but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” (Gal 3:16) “For the promise, that he should be
the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the



righteousness of faith. For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the
promise made of none effect: Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no
transgression. Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be
sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of
Abraham; who is the father of us all,” (Rm 4:13-16) “Therefore being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this
grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” (Rm 5:1-2)

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them.

As the children of Christ who are “his workmanship” we are to walk even as he walked. “How
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.” (Acts 10:38)
“And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, |
know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso
keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him.
He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.” (1 Jn 2:3-6)

11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called
Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;

12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.
14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of
partition between us;

The Gentiles being the Uncircumcision “and strangers from the covenants of promise” by the
shed blood of Jesus Christ were brought nigh to the promises. Now having the ability to enter
into the covenants of promise, for he being our peace, made of both the Jew and the Gentile one
in the body of Jesus Christ.

15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;

16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity
thereby:

“He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as
it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our
griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of
our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”
(Isa 53:3-6) “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.” (2 Cor 5:21) “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us,



through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; And having an high priest over the house of God; Let us
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith
without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) And let us consider one another to provoke
unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner
of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”
(Heb 10:19-25)

17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.

18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.

19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and
of the household of God,;

20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief corner stone;

“Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the
grace that should come unto you: Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ
which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the
glory that should follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they
did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel
unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look
into.” (1 Peter 1:10-12) “According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise
masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take
heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
stubble; Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work
abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. Know ye not that ye
are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of
God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.” (1 Cor 3:10-
17)

21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:
22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

“Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses
was faithful in all his house. For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses,
inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house. For every house is
builded by some man; but he that built all things is God. And Moses verily was faithful in all his
house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after; But Christ as a
son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of
the hope firm unto the end.” (Heb 3:1-6)



Ephesians 3:1-21
1 For this cause | Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,

The Apostle Paul was in prison at Rome during the writing of this Epistle to the Church at
Ephesus for the preaching and teaching to the Gentiles the gospel of Jesus Christ. This took
place when the Apostle Paul went to keep the feast of Pentecost at Jerusalem. It was prophesied
that he would be bound. “And as we tarried there many days, there came down from Judaea a
certain prophet, named Agabus. And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and
bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at
Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the
Gentiles.” (Acts 21:10-11) The Jews accuse the Apostle Paul and he is allowed by the Centurions
to speak to those of the Jews. “And it came to pass, that, when | was come again to Jerusalem,
even while | prayed in the temple, | was in a trance; And saw him saying unto me, Make haste,
and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me.
And | said, Lord, they know that | imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that believed on
thee: And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, | also was standing by, and
consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that slew him. And he said unto me,
Depart: for 1 will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles. And they gave him audience unto this
word, and then lifted up their voices, and said, Away with such a fellow from the earth: for it is
not fit that he should live. And as they cried out, and cast off their clothes, and threw dust into
the air,” (Acts 22:217-23)

2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:
3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as | wrote afore in few words,
4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)

Remember the Apostle Paul was not taught this gospel by man but by the revelation of Jesus
Christ himself. “But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not
after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus
Christ.” (Gal 1:11-12)

5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;

6 That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in
Christ by the gospel:

7 Whereof | was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the
effectual working of his power.

8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;

The reason the Apostle Paul considers himself least of all saints is because of his past
persecution of the Church of Jesus Christ. “For | am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to
be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God | am what
| am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more



abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. Therefore whether it
were | or they, so we preach, and so ye believed.” (1 Cor 15:9-11)

9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of
the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:

This is a very profound and wonderful revelation. Not only were the Gentiles now to “be fellow-
heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel” but we are now
told that every thing that was created was created by Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ did not pre-exist
before his birth as the trinitarians have taught as God the Son, but this is the revealed name of
God in the New Testament as Jesus. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by
him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.” (Jn 1:1-3) This Word is God and
with God as the thought, plan, and reasoning within the mind of God as the Strong’s
Concordance bears out. G3056. logos, log'-0s; from G3004; something said (including the
thought); by implication, a topic (subject of discourse), also reasoning (the mental faculty) or
motive; by extension, a computation; specially, (with the article in John) the Divine Expression
(i.e. Christ):—account, cause, communication, x concerning, doctrine, fame, x have to do, intent,
matter, mouth, preaching, question, reason, + reckon, remove, say(-ing), shew, x speaker,
speech, talk, thing, + none of these things move me, tidings, treatise, utterance, word, work.

10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known
by the church the manifold wisdom of God,
11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:

There was from all eternity an “eternal purpose” or plan in the mind of God which he “purposed
in Christ Jesus our Lord”. That eternal purpose or plan was to save mankind from their sins.
“He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose
the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.” (1 Jn 3:8)

12 In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him.

“Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help
in time of need.” (Heb 4:14-16)

13 Wherefore | desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory.
14 For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,

The “whole family in heaven and earth is named” after Jesus. “That in the dispensation of the
fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven,
and which are on earth; even in him:” (Eph 1:10) “Far above all principality, and power, and
might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which



is to come: And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to
the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” (Eph 1:21-23)
“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every
name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth,
and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.” (Phil 2:9-11)

16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might
by his Spirit in the inner man;

17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,
18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and
height;

19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the
fulness of God.

20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us,

21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.
Amen.



