
C&C: The Power of the Righteous Prayer 

 

 

 

Connections and Comparisons is an ongoing weekly series that deals with many scriptures in the 

Bible, some of which are not commonly addressed.  The purpose of this series is to examine the 

scriptures at hand comparing what is said and looking at the connections within. 

 

The Power of the Righteous Prayer avails much, but never the less it must be according to the 

will of God.  Even though all things are possible with God it does not mean every prayer you 

pray even with all faith will be answered according to your will, but it will be answered 

according to God’s will.  Just in case you don’t believe this remember our Lord Jesus Christ 

prayed “Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless 

not what I will, but what thou wilt.” (Mk 14:36)  The will of God was for him to drink the cup!  

Will you lose your faith in God because you suffer long?  Will you also go away? 

 

1 Kings 17:1-16  
1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD 

God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but 

according to my word.  

2 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying,  

3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before 

Jordan.  

4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed 

thee there.  

5 So he went and did according unto the word of the LORD: for he went and dwelt by the brook 

Cherith, that is before Jordan.  

6 And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; 

and he drank of the brook.  

7 And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the 

land.  

8 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying,  

9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have 

commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee. 

10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the 

widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, 

a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. 

11 And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of 

bread in thine hand. 

12 And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a 

barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and 

dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.  

13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little 

cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son.  

14 For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the 

cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth.  



Prayers are answered according to the will of God.  God may tell you what to pray like he did 

with the Prophet Elijah concerning the rain, but the Prophet Elijah had the faith to pray the 

prayer of faith.  

 

15 And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did 

eat many days.  

16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of 

the LORD, which he spake by Elijah.  

 

1 Kings 18:1, 41-46  
1 And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the third 

year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth.  

41 And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of 

rain.  

42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he cast 

himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees,  

43 And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up, and looked, and 

said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times.  

 

The Prophet Elijah knew what God had told him and had the faith to send his servant seven times 

while he prayed. 

 

44 And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of 

the sea, like a man's hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee 

down, that the rain stop thee not.  

45 And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind, and 

there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel.  

46 And the hand of the LORD was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to 

the entrance of Jezreel.  

 

The Power of the Righteous Prayer avails much! 

 

Luke 4:25-26  
25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven 

was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land;  

26 But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that 

was a widow.  

 

James 5:16-18  
16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The 

effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  

17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not 

rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months.  

18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.  

 



The Power of the Righteous Prayer avails much!  Remember, however every thing according to 

God’s will, God’s purpose, and according to God’s timing.  Not yours!  I thought you wanted the 

will of God in your life?  You pray for God’s will and sing songs that you are a willing vessel to 

be used of God, but when the answers come and you begin to be used of God whose will do you 

now want?  I thought my prayers would bring forth this or that, but that wasn’t what God’s will 

was for you.  So do you really want the will of God in your life? 

 

2 Kings 20:1-11  
1 In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to 

him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and 

not live.  

2 Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto the LORD, saying,  

3 I beseech thee, O LORD, remember now how I have walked before thee in truth and with a 

perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. 

 

The Power of the Righteous Prayer avails much! 

  

4 And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, that the word of the 

LORD came to him, saying,  

5 Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the LORD, the God of 

David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the 

third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the LORD.  

6 And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand 

of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David's 

sake.  

7 And Isaiah said, Take a lump of figs. And they took and laid it on the boil, and he recovered.  

8 And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall be the sign that the LORD will heal me, and that I 

shall go up into the house of the LORD the third day?  

9 And Isaiah said, This sign shalt thou have of the LORD, that the LORD will do the thing that 

he hath spoken: shall the shadow go forward ten degrees, or go back ten degrees?  

10 And Hezekiah answered, It is a light thing for the shadow to go down ten degrees: nay, but let 

the shadow return backward ten degrees.  

11 And Isaiah the prophet cried unto the LORD: and he brought the shadow ten degrees 

backward, by which it had gone down in the dial of Ahaz.  

 

All things are possible with God if only we believe and ask according to his will. 

 

Luke 17:5-6  
5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.  

6 And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine 

tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you.  

 

Mark 16:15-18  
15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  

16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.  



17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they 

shall speak with new tongues;  

18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they 

shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.  

 

Mark 11:22-26  
22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.  

23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and 

be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which 

he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.  

24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive 

them, and ye shall have them.  

25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which 

is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.  

26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.  

 

Have faith in God!  Ask according to his will!  Forgive, if ye have ought against any!  If your 

prayer isn’t answered it doesn’t mean that you lack faith.  You may lack faith, but that is not 

always the case.  You can have all faith and ask and not receive.  “For this thing I besought the 

Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: 

for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Cor 12:8-9) 

 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11  
4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  

5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.  

6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.  

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.  

8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the 

same Spirit;  

9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;  

10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to 

another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:  

11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he 

will.  

 

Now there are diversities of gifts, differences of administrations, diversities of operations, but the 

same Spirit, the same Lord, and the same God which worketh all in all to profit withal.  Have 

faith in God! 

 

1 Corinthians 12:27-31 
27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.  

28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 

after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.  

29 Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles?  

30 Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?  

31 But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.  



Many people are confused that when it says “do all speak with tongues”, means that it is ok for 

them to not ever speak with tongues.  This is comparable to saying do all have the gift of faith, 

means that it is ok for them not to have faith.  This is speaking of spiritual gifts.  The gift of 

divers kinds of tongues and the gift of interpreting tongues.  This is not the same as you 

receiving the Holy Ghost with the evidence of speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives the 

utterance.  If you have not ever spoke with other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance you do 

not have the Holy Ghost and can not have any of the gifts of the Spirit of which one of the gifts 

is that of faith.  The gift of faith is not the same thing as having faith even as divers kinds of 

tongues is not the same as receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost speaking with other tongues as the 

Spirit gives the utterance. 

 

Luke 18:1-8  
1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;  

2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man:  

3 And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine 

adversary.  

4 And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor 

regard man;  

5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she 

weary me. 

6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith.  

7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear 

long with them?  

8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall 

he find faith on the earth?  

 

I thought you wanted the will of God in your life?  You pray for God’s will and sing songs that 

you are a willing vessel to be used of God, but when the answers come and you begin to be used 

of God whose will do you now want?  I thought you were following the leading of the Lord.  I 

thought you would follow him where ever he leads you? So do you really want the will of God in 

your life?  Will you lose your faith in God because you suffer long?  Will you also go away? 

 

James 4:1-3  
1 From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts 

that war in your members? 

2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye 

have not, because ye ask not.  

3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.  

 

1 John 5:14-15  
14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, 

he heareth us:  

15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that 

we desired of him.  

 

Mark 14:32-42  



32 And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye 

here, while I shall pray.  

33 And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be 

very heavy;  

34 And saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch.  

35 And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the 

hour might pass from him.  

36 And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take away this cup from me: 

nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt.  

37 And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? 

couldest not thou watch one hour?  

38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is 

weak.  

39 And again he went away, and prayed, and spake the same words.  

40 And when he returned, he found them asleep again, (for their eyes were heavy,) neither wist 

they what to answer him.  

41 And he cometh the third time, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is 

enough, the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.  

42 Rise up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand. 


