
C & C: Cain could have been Accepted 

 

 

 

Connections and Comparisons is an ongoing weekly series that deals with many scriptures in the 

Bible, some of which are not commonly addressed.  The purpose of this series is to examine the 

scriptures at hand comparing what is said and looking at the connections within. 

 

Genesis 4:1-7  
1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man 

from the LORD.  

2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of 

the ground.  

3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an 

offering unto the LORD.  

4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the 

LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering:  

5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his 

countenance fell.  

6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?  

7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. 

And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.  

 

Many questions have arisen by people concerning Cain and Abel as to why Cain’s offering 

wasn’t accepted?  Even asking how could Cain know what God wanted or how could Cain know 

that he should have brought an animal sacrifice.  Some people ask this in earnest with a good and 

honest heart looking to add to their learning, while others ask these questions so that they too can 

remain mad at God or wrathful toward God or so they can accuse God of unfair treatment while 

trying to justify their own rebelliousness and hatred toward God.  Question.  Are you God?  Does 

this question offend you?  Did God counsel with you when he made the Heavens and the Earth? 

(Eph 1:11) (Job 38:3-41) 

 

Isaiah 64:8  
8 But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are 

the work of thy hand.  
 

Romans 9:20-23  
20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him 

that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?  

21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, 

and another unto dishonour?  

22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 

longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:  

23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had 

afore prepared unto glory,  

 

How do you know whether or not God had already explained what was acceptable unto Him?  

Were you there?  Did you see the heart of Cain and Abel since you are all knowing and all 



powerful?  Did you try the hearts and reins even as the righteous God? (Psa 7:9)  Did you search 

out the inward parts of Cain and Abel’s spirit as the candle of the LORD? (Pro 20:27) 

 

Hebrews 11:4  
4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 

witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.  

 

The Lord chastises those that he loves.  Did he not chastise Cain?  “And the LORD said unto 

Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not 

be accepted?”  What about you?  If you do well and are obedient unto God will you not be 

accepted?  Or are you even as Cain who was given the choice of being accepted followed by the 

love of God a warning “and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be 

his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.”    

 

Hebrews 12:6-17  
6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 

7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father 

chasteneth not?  

8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and 

not sons.  
9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: 

shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?  

 

Could Cain not have purchased sheep of his brother for a sacrifice unto God in the manner of 

which God accepted?  “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity 

and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from 

being king.” (1 Sam 15:23) “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast 

rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast 

forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.” (Hos 4:6) 

 

10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that 

we might be partakers of his holiness. 

 

Would you rather be a bastard, the servant of sin, the child of your father the devil, rather than to 

be accepted of the Lord that you might be a partaker of his holiness?  Would you rather be 

offended and let a root of bitterness and offense grow in you and be defiled? 

 

11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward 

it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 

 

Would you rather as Cain follow your own will rather than to exercise what is acceptable unto 

the Lord that you may yield the peaceable fruit of righteousness?  Are you greater than God?  

Are your ways above Gods ways? (Isa 55:8-9)  Will you chastise the Lord? (Job 40:2)  Is your 

arm able to uphold you? (Isa 63:5) Can your right hand save you? (Job 40:6-14) 

 

12 Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees;  

13 And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let 

it rather be healed.  



“And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou 

doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto 

thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.” 

 

14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:  

15 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness 

springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;  

16 Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat 

sold his birthright.  

17 For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was 

rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.  
 

Understand he was rejected.  He sold his birthright for one morsel of meat!  The inheritance of 

the blessing of the promise given to Abraham and to his seed.  Abraham had Isaac.  Jacob and 

Esau were well aware of the blessing of God upon Abraham yet Esau, the firstborn, sold his 

birthright.  He despised his birthright! (Gen 25:29-34) As it was just said “or profane person, as 

Esau” Esau was wicked!  Jacob loved God!   

 

Concerning Cain and Abel let’s look again at their offerings. 

 

Genesis 4:1-7  
1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man 

from the LORD.  

2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of 

the ground.  

3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an 

offering unto the LORD.  

4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the 

LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering:  

5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his 

countenance fell.  

6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?  

7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. 

And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.  

 

Notice that Cain only “brought of the fruit of the ground an offering” yet Abel brought forth “the 

firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof”.  Abel offered the first of his flock and even the 

fat of the flock!  He in faith brought not just any of his flock but the firstlings.  He also did 

not hold back the fat of which we learn later was required by God. 

 

Leviticus 3:6-11  
6 And if his offering for a sacrifice of peace offering unto the LORD be of the flock; male or 

female, he shall offer it without blemish.  

7 If he offer a lamb for his offering, then shall he offer it before the LORD.  

8 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of his offering, and kill it before the tabernacle of the 

congregation: and Aaron's sons shall sprinkle the blood thereof round about upon the altar.  



9 And he shall offer of the sacrifice of the peace offering an offering made by fire unto the 

LORD; the fat thereof, and the whole rump, it shall he take off hard by the backbone; and the fat 

that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards,  

10 And the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which is by the flanks, and the caul above 

the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away.  

11 And the priest shall burn it upon the altar: it is the food of the offering made by fire unto the 

LORD. 

 

Cain could have been accepted by God but chose the path of the wicked of which God who loved 

him and chastised him told him of his choices.  “And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou 

wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if 

thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.” (Gen 4:6-7) 

 

You could be accepted too if you would hearken unto the voice of the Lord! 

 

1 Samuel 15:22  
22 And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in 

obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the 

fat of rams. 

 

Mark 12:32-34  
32 And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and 

there is none other but he:  

33 And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and 

with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings 

and sacrifices.  

34 And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from 

the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him any question. 

 

Ezekiel 33:10-20  
10 Therefore, O thou son of man, speak unto the house of Israel; Thus ye speak, saying, If our 

transgressions and our sins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how should we then live?  

11 Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; 

but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will 

ye die, O house of Israel?  

12 Therefore, thou son of man, say unto the children of thy people, The righteousness of the 

righteous shall not deliver him in the day of his transgression: as for the wickedness of the 

wicked, he shall not fall thereby in the day that he turneth from his wickedness; neither shall the 

righteous be able to live for his righteousness in the day that he sinneth.  

13 When I shall say to the righteous, that he shall surely live; if he trust to his own 

righteousness, and commit iniquity, all his righteousnesses shall not be remembered; but for his 

iniquity that he hath committed, he shall die for it. 

14 Again, when I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; if he turn from his sin, and do 

that which is lawful and right;  

15 If the wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had robbed, walk in the statutes of life, 

without committing iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall not die.  

16 None of his sins that he hath committed shall be mentioned unto him: he hath done that which 

is lawful and right; he shall surely live.  



17 Yet the children of thy people say, The way of the Lord is not equal: but as for them, 

their way is not equal. 

18 When the righteous turneth from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, he shall even die 

thereby. 

19 But if the wicked turn from his wickedness, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall 

live thereby. 

20 Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. O ye house of Israel, I will judge you every 

one after his ways.  

 

Cain could have been accepted and so can you! 

 

John 3:16-17  
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through 

him might be saved.  

 

If you want to be accepted of the Lord you must believe on the only begotten Son of God and 

that the world through him might be saved. 

 

Luke 13:1-5  
1  There were present at that season some that told him of the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had 

mingled with their sacrifices.  

2 And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were sinners above all 

the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things?  

3 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.  

4 Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were 

sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?  

5 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.  

 

If you want to be accepted of the Lord you must repent of your sins or you will all likewise 

perish. 

 

Mark 16:15-18  
15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  

16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.  

17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they 

shall speak with new tongues;  

18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they 

shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.  

 

If you want to be accepted of the Lord you must be baptized. 

 

Colossian 3:17  
17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God and the Father by him. 

 



If you want to be accepted of the Lord whatsoever you do in word or deed must be done in the 

name of Jesus including how you are baptized as whatsoever you do in word or deed must be 

done in the name of Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

 

Luke 24:44-49  
44 And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with 

you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the 

prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.  

45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,  

46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from 

the dead the third day:  

47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem.  

48 And ye are witnesses of these things.  

49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, 

until ye be endued with power from on high.  

 

Acts 2:37-40  
37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest 

of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?  

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as 

the Lord our God shall call.  

40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this 

untoward generation.  

 

John 17:20  
20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their 

word; 

 

If you want to be accepted of the Lord you must believe on Jesus through the words of his 

Apostles including those of which were spoken by the Apostle Peter with the other eleven 

concerning how to be saved.  This taking place just after Jesus opened the scriptures to them 

concerning himself and told them “that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in 

his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” which is what they did.  Doing everything 

in Jesus name even as “whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”  Saying, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and 

be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 

receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 

 

Acts 4:10-12  
10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand 

here before you whole.  

11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the 

corner.  



12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given 

among men, whereby we must be saved.  

 

1 Corinthians 3:11  
11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  

 

If you want to be accepted of the Lord you must receive the Holy Spirit evidenced with the 

speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance. 

 

Isaiah 28:11-12  
11 For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.  

12 To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the 

refreshing: yet they would not hear.  

 

Acts 2:1-4  
1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the 

house where they were sitting.  

3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the 

Spirit gave them utterance.  

 

Acts 8:14-17  
14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of 

God, they sent unto them Peter and John:  

15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:  

16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus.)  

17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.  

 

If you want to be accepted of the Lord you must perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord. 

 

2 Corinthians 7:1  
1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 

the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

 

Hebrews 12:14  
14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:  


