
C & C: Then There Was No Straw 

 

 

 

Connections and Comparisons is an ongoing weekly series that deals with many scriptures in the 

Bible, some of which are not commonly addressed.  The purpose of this series is to examine the 

scriptures at hand comparing what is said and looking at the connections within. 

 

Before there wasn’t any straw there was twelve brothers known as the twelve tribes of Israel 

because Jacob whose name was changed to Israel by an angel of the Lord was their father.  

These twelve brothers decided to get rid of one of their brethren because they were jealous of 

him.  Is life fair?  Doesn’t God have a purpose and plan in those that love him? 

 

Romans 8:28  
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 

the called according to his purpose.  
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1  
1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 

 

However, that doesn’t mean that everything in your life will be the way you desire it to be.  This 

doesn’t make God unfair but rather it reveals God’s sovereign power over our lives.  What did 

Joseph say to his brethren that were going to kill him, but instead sold him into slavery, then 

telling their father that he had been killed by a beast?  What did Joseph say to his brethren after 

ending up in prison for a crime he didn’t commit? 

 

Genesis 37:18-22 
18 And when they saw him afar off, even before he came near unto them, they conspired 

against him to slay him.  
19 And they said one to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh.  

20 Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we will say, Some 

evil beast hath devoured him: and we shall see what will become of his dreams.  

21 And Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands; and said, Let us not kill him.  

22 And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, 

and lay no hand upon him; that he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to his 

father again.   
 

Genesis 37:31-34  
31 And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood;  

32 And they sent the coat of many colours, and they brought it to their father; and said, This 

have we found: know now whether it be thy son's coat or no. 

33 And he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil beast hath devoured him; Joseph is 

without doubt rent in pieces. 

34 And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many 

days.  



Remember what we are told in the New Testament?  “Let your conversation be without 

covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave 

thee, nor forsake thee.” (Heb 13:5) 

 

Genesis 39:1-23 
1 And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the 

guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmeelites, which had brought him down 

thither.  

2 And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of 

his master the Egyptian.  

3 And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and that the LORD made all that he did 

to prosper in his hand. 

4 And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer over his 

house, and all that he had he put into his hand.  

5 And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his house, and over all that 

he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the 

LORD was upon all that he had in the house, and in the field.  

6 And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread 

which he did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured.  

7 And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she 

said, Lie with me.  

8 But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with 

me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand;  

9 There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but 

thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?  

10 And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to 

lie by her, or to be with her.  
11 And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went into the house to do his business; and 

there was none of the men of the house there within.  

12 And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her hand, 

and fled, and got him out.  

13 And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand, and was fled 

forth,  

14 That she called unto the men of her house, and spake unto them, saying, See, he hath 

brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried 

with a loud voice:  

15 And it came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his 

garment with me, and fled, and got him out.  
16 And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came home.  

17 And she spake unto him according to these words, saying, The Hebrew servant, which thou 

hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me:  
18 And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and 

fled out.  

19 And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, which she spake unto him, 

saying, After this manner did thy servant to me; that his wrath was kindled. 



20 And Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison, a place where the king's prisoners 

were bound: and he was there in the prison.  

 

I thought the Lord was with him?  He was!  However, God has a plan and purpose! 
 

21 But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of 

the keeper of the prison.  

22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were in the 

prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it. 

23 The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was under his hand; because the LORD 

was with him, and that which he did, the LORD made it to prosper.  
 

What did Joseph say to his brethren that were going to kill him, but instead sold him into slavery, 

then telling their father that he had been killed by a beast?  What did Joseph say to his brethren 

after ending up in prison for a crime he didn’t commit? 

 

Genesis 50:19-21 
19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God?  

20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it 

is this day, to save much people alive.  

21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, 

and spake kindly unto them.  
 

After the preservation of his brethren by the hand of God there arose a new king in Egypt that 

didn’t know Joseph and placed the children of Israel under hard bondage in slavery.  This lasting 

for four hundred thirty years.  How would you like to have been born into that?  Why did God 

allow this?  To show his great power and might in the deliverance of the children of Israel.  

Before you speak evil against the Lord it was prophesied that it would take place and you are not 

God and our thoughts and ways our not God’s.  God’s will is his own.   

 

Isaiah 64:8 
8 But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are 

the work of thy hand.  
 

Romans 9:20-21  
20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him 

that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?  

21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, 

and another unto dishonour?  

 

Exodus 1:8-14  
8 Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph.  

9 And he said unto his people, Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more and mightier 

than we:  



10 Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, and it come to pass, that, when 

there falleth out any war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight against us, and so get 

them up out of the land.  

11 Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens. And they built 

for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses.  

12 But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were 

grieved because of the children of Israel.  
13 And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with rigour:  

14 And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in morter, and in brick, and in all manner 

of service in the field: all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour.  

 

Prophecy being fulfilled! 
 

Genesis 15:13-14  
13 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is 

not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;  

14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come 

out with great substance.  

 

Galatians 3:16-18  
16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of 

many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 

17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which 

was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of 

none effect.  

18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham 

by promise. 

 

Isaiah 55:8-9  
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.  

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 

thoughts than your thoughts. 

 

Ephesians 1:11  
11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose 

of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

 

Romans 11:34  
34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 

 

God sends a deliverer to the children of Israel.  Then There Was No Straw!  Did things get better 

right away?  No.  Did things get harder for the children of Israel than they already were? Yes.  

Was it fair?  Are you God?   

 

Exodus 3:9-14  



9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also 

seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. 

10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my 

people the children of Israel out of Egypt. 

11 And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring 

forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?  

12 And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent 

thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this 

mountain.  

13 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say 

unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his 

name? what shall I say unto them?  

14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the 

children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.  

 

Exodus 5:4-11  
4 And the king of Egypt said unto them, Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, let the people 

from their works? get you unto your burdens.  

5 And Pharaoh said, Behold, the people of the land now are many, and ye make them rest from 

their burdens.  

6 And Pharaoh commanded the same day the taskmasters of the people, and their officers, 

saying,  

7 Ye shall no more give the people straw to make brick, as heretofore: let them go and gather 

straw for themselves.  

8 And the tale of the bricks, which they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon them; ye shall 

not diminish ought thereof: for they be idle; therefore they cry, saying, Let us go and sacrifice to 

our God.  

9 Let there more work be laid upon the men, that they may labour therein; and let them 

not regard vain words.  
10 And the taskmasters of the people went out, and their officers, and they spake to the people, 

saying, Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give you straw.  

11 Go ye, get you straw where ye can find it: yet not ought of your work shall be diminished.  

 

However, God brought them out of the land of Egypt with great signs and wonders.  The 

children of Israel continually throughout their walk with God forgot about what he done for them 

in Egypt and served false gods. 

 

Psalms 106:21-43 
21 They forgat God their saviour, which had done great things in Egypt;  

22 Wondrous works in the land of Ham, and terrible things by the Red sea.  

23 Therefore he said that he would destroy them, had not Moses his chosen stood before him in 

the breach, to turn away his wrath, lest he should destroy them.  

24 Yea, they despised the pleasant land, they believed not his word:  

25 But murmured in their tents, and hearkened not unto the voice of the LORD.  

26 Therefore he lifted up his hand against them, to overthrow them in the wilderness:  
27 To overthrow their seed also among the nations, and to scatter them in the lands.  



28 They joined themselves also unto Baalpeor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead.  

29 Thus they provoked him to anger with their inventions: and the plague brake in upon them.  

30 Then stood up Phinehas, and executed judgment: and so the plague was stayed. 

31 And that was counted unto him for righteousness unto all generations for evermore.  

32 They angered him also at the waters of strife, so that it went ill with Moses for their sakes:  

33 Because they provoked his spirit, so that he spake unadvisedly with his lips.  

34 They did not destroy the nations, concerning whom the LORD commanded them:  

35 But were mingled among the heathen, and learned their works.  

36 And they served their idols: which were a snare unto them.  

37 Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils,  

38 And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they 

sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan: and the land was polluted with blood.  

39 Thus were they defiled with their own works, and went a whoring with their own 

inventions.  

40 Therefore was the wrath of the LORD kindled against his people, insomuch that he abhorred 

his own inheritance.  

41 And he gave them into the hand of the heathen; and they that hated them ruled over them.  

42 Their enemies also oppressed them, and they were brought into subjection under their 

hand.  
43 Many times did he deliver them; but they provoked him with their counsel, and were brought 

low for their iniquity.  

 

One of these such examples of God’s deliverance took place after Israel rejected God from being 

their king desiring to be like the other nations.  As they continued in disobedience they found 

themselves under bondage to the Philistines and without weapons. 

 

1 Samuel 10:17-19  
17 And Samuel called the people together unto the LORD to Mizpeh;  

18 And said unto the children of Israel, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I brought up Israel 

out of Egypt, and delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all 

kingdoms, and of them that oppressed you:  

19 And ye have this day rejected your God, who himself saved you out of all your adversities 

and your tribulations; and ye have said unto him, Nay, but set a king over us. Now therefore 

present yourselves before the LORD by your tribes, and by your thousands.  

 

1 Samuel 13:15-23   
15 And Samuel arose, and gat him up from Gilgal unto Gibeah of Benjamin. And Saul numbered 

the people that were present with him, about six hundred men.  

16 And Saul, and Jonathan his son, and the people that were present with them, abode in Gibeah 

of Benjamin: but the Philistines encamped in Michmash.  

17 And the spoilers came out of the camp of the Philistines in three companies: one company 

turned unto the way that leadeth to Ophrah, unto the land of Shual:  

18 And another company turned the way to Bethhoron: and another company turned to the 

way of the border that looketh to the valley of Zeboim toward the wilderness.  

19 Now there was no smith found throughout all the land of Israel: for the Philistines said, Lest 

the Hebrews make them swords or spears: 



20 But all the Israelites went down to the Philistines, to sharpen every man his share, and his 

coulter, and his axe, and his mattock.  

21 Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and for the coulters, and for the forks, and for the 

axes, and to sharpen the goads.  
22 So it came to pass in the day of battle, that there was neither sword nor spear found in the 

hand of any of the people that were with Saul and Jonathan: but with Saul and with Jonathan 

his son was there found.  
23 And the garrison of the Philistines went out to the passage of Michmash.  

 

1 Samuel 14:1, 8-23  
1 Now it came to pass upon a day, that Jonathan the son of Saul said unto the young man that 

bare his armour, Come, and let us go over to the Philistines' garrison, that is on the other side. 

But he told not his father.  
8 Then said Jonathan, Behold, we will pass over unto these men, and we will discover ourselves 

unto them.  

9 If they say thus unto us, Tarry until we come to you; then we will stand still in our place, and 

will not go up unto them.  

10 But if they say thus, Come up unto us; then we will go up: for the LORD hath delivered them 

into our hand: and this shall be a sign unto us. 

11 And both of them discovered themselves unto the garrison of the Philistines: and the 

Philistines said, Behold, the Hebrews come forth out of the holes where they had hid themselves.  

12 And the men of the garrison answered Jonathan and his armourbearer, and said, Come up 

to us, and we will shew you a thing. And Jonathan said unto his armourbearer, Come up after 

me: for the LORD hath delivered them into the hand of Israel. 

13 And Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and upon his feet, and his armourbearer after him: 

and they fell before Jonathan; and his armourbearer slew after him.  

14 And that first slaughter, which Jonathan and his armourbearer made, was about twenty men, 

within as it were an half acre of land, which a yoke of oxen might plow. 

15 And there was trembling in the host, in the field, and among all the people: the garrison, 

and the spoilers, they also trembled, and the earth quaked: so it was a very great trembling.  

16 And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked; and, behold, the multitude 

melted away, and they went on beating down one another. 

17 Then said Saul unto the people that were with him, Number now, and see who is gone 

from us. And when they had numbered, behold, Jonathan and his armourbearer were not there. 

18 And Saul said unto Ahiah, Bring hither the ark of God. For the ark of God was at that time 

with the children of Israel.  

19 And it came to pass, while Saul talked unto the priest, that the noise that was in the host of the 

Philistines went on and increased: and Saul said unto the priest, Withdraw thine hand.  

20 And Saul and all the people that were with him assembled themselves, and they came to the 

battle: and, behold, every man's sword was against his fellow, and there was a very great 

discomfiture.  

21 Moreover the Hebrews that were with the Philistines before that time, which went up 

with them into the camp from the country round about, even they also turned to be with the 

Israelites that were with Saul and Jonathan. 

22 Likewise all the men of Israel which had hid themselves in mount Ephraim, when they 

heard that the Philistines fled, even they also followed hard after them in the battle.  



23 So the LORD saved Israel that day: and the battle passed over unto Bethaven.  

 

Serving God will come with trials, tribulations, and persecutions.  However, God will always 

make a way for you to bear it!  Even if you feel like you have been through so much already and 

Then There Was No Straw! 

 

Psalms 34:19  
19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.  

 

Acts 14:21-22 
21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned again 

to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch,  

22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that 

we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:13  
13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, 

who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also 

make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.  

 

James 1:2-4  
2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;  

3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.  

4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.  

 

2 Corinthians 12:9-10  
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 

weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 

may rest upon me.  

10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in 

distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 


