Come let us Grow Together: Thanksgiving Versus Discouragement

Come let us Grow Together is a weekly series that deals with the many topical categories that
exist within the Word of God. The purpose of this series is to grow in wisdom, knowledge and
understanding in things pertaining to God.

A way of lifel A choice one makes! To be thankful at all times versus being discouraged at the
present time! No one said it would be easy, but we as the children of God must make a
conscientious effort to apply the Word of God.

In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. (1
Thessalonians 5:18)

The Lord wants us to be thankful at all times!!! So how does one become thankful at all times?

First one must recognize that...... “all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) Second one must realize that
“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:” (Ecclesiastes
3:1) And finally one must realize that we are to “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy
paths. (Proverbs 3:5-6)

This is how we become thankful in all things versus being discouraged about all things!!

And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to
the Lord; Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ; (Ephesians 5:18-20)

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and
the Father by him. (Colossians 3:16-17)

By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips
giving thanks to his name. (Hebrews 13:15) Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according
to his excellent greatness. (Psalms 150:2)

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness
of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man
have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things
put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to
the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. (Colossians 3:12-15)



Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for
he hath said, | will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. (Hebrews 13:5)

Discouragement is not being Thankful for the Here & Now!!

In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. (1
Thessalonians 5:18)

In the process of your giving of thanks you will find yourself entering into the praise and
worship of God! This will relieve your discouragement!! Choose to Worship & Praise God
through your circumstances!!

Discouragement is a Distrust for the Future!

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is,
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. (Hebrews 11:6)

Discouragement is an Indifference for Opportunity!

Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a
candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the
house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 5:14-16)

Rebuke Discouragement!!!

But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is
certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. (1
Timothy 6:6-8)

Discouragement is an Insecurity for Tomorrow!

The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy
them. Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death. The
righteousness of the perfect shall direct his way: but the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness.
The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them: but transgressors shall be taken in their own
naughtiness. (Proverbs 11:3-6)

Find Hope!!
Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life. (Proverbs
13:12)

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God:
for 1 shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God. (Psalms 42:11)



Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed
up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no
evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things,
hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity never faileth: (1 Corinthains 13:4-8a)

Discouragement is an impatience with time. Have patience with God’s time!!

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying
of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and
entire, wanting nothing. (James 1:2-4)

And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;
And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. (Romans 5:3-
5)

Be full of faith!! Faith says | can!! Remember this too will pass!! So let us be thankful at all
times versus being discouraged at the present time!!



