
Lesson 1 - Overview of the Bible

Let us first start with an overview of the Bible and what has taken place.

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. (Gen 1:1) For in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the
LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. (Ex 20:11)

And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul. And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in
Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground made the LORD
God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the
midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. (Gen 2:7-9)

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. (Gen 2:16-17)

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes,
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also
unto her husband with her; and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were opened, and they
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.
(Gen 3:6-7)

And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said,
The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou
hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly
shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise
his heel. (Gen 3:13-15)

So what we see up to this point is that Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden.  Just as the
Lord had spoken, “ for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”  At the moment
that they ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil they died a spiritual death.

And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and
now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:
Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence
he was taken. So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden
Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.
(Gen 3:22-24)

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon



all men, for that all have sinned: (Rom 5:12) The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not
bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the
righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon
him. (Ezek 18:20)

For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners. (Rom 5:19a) Nevertheless death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's
transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. (Rom 5:14)

Due to mankind’s disobedience and sin of eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, death
entered into the world, and death by sin.  Mankind now was under the penalty of death for the
sins they had committed against God.  Mankind was in need of a Savior!!

But when God pronounced judgment for the actions of the man and woman, He also pronounced
judgement upon the serpent the devil.  And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou
hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly
shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise
his heel. (Gen 3:14-15)

This judgment upon Satan was the first prophecy of the coming of Christ.  Christ would be the
enmity between the Serpent’s seed and the woman’s seed.  The Serpent’s seed being the children
of disobedience and the woman’s seed being that of the virgin Mary.

As time went on mankind multiplied upon the face of the Earth.  And God saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually. And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it
grieved him at his heart. And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the
face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it
repenteth me that I have made them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. (Gen 6:5-8)

And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way
upon the earth. And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is
filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. And, behold, I,
even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life,
from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die. (Gen 6:12-13, 17)

And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying, And I, behold, I establish my
covenant with you, and with your seed after you; And with every living creature that is with you,
of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you; from all that go out of the ark,
to every beast of the earth. And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be
cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the
earth. (Gen 9:8-11)

And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every



living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: I do set my bow in the cloud, and it
shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. And it shall come to pass, when I
bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud: And I will remember my
covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters
shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will
look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is upon the earth. And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the
covenant, which I have established between me and all flesh that is upon the earth. (Gen 9:12-17)

This brings us to Abram, later named Abraham by God.

And Abram and Nahor took them wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai; and the name of
Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah. But
Sarai was barren; she had no child. And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran his
son's son, and Sarai his daughter in law, his son Abram's wife; and they went forth with them
from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt
there. (Gen 11:29-31)

Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and
from thy father's house, unto a land that I will show thee: And I will make of thee a great nation,
and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless
them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed. (Gen 12:1-3)

And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the
Canaanite was then in the land. And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed
will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him. (Gen
12:6-7)

It is important to recognize that the promise made to Abraham was given to him through his
seed. Remember the first prophecy given of the coming of Christ to the Serpent...  And I will put
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head,
and thou shalt bruise his heel. (Gen 3:15) This seed promised to Abraham would be fulfilled in
Christ.

Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many;
but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. (Gal 3:16)

But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should
afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we
might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.
(Gal 3:23-25)


