We are His Witnhesses

Isaiah 43:10-11

10 Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom | have chosen:
that ye may know and believe me, and understand that | am he: before me there
was no God formed, neither shall there be after me.

11 1, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour.

1 Peter 3:12-15

12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their
prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.

13 And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?
14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and_be not afraid of
their terror, neither be troubled;

15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with
meekness and fear:

It is of the utmost importance that we as the witnesses of Jesus Christ, are always
ready to give a scriptural account of the hope we have within us. This hope not
only pertaining to the plan of salvation, but to everything that witnesses of the hope
that lies within us.

Some examples could be: how you overcome trials and tribulations, why you live
a separated life from the world, | thought once you were saved, you were always
saved, etc.

As you can see, to be an effective witness, one must have a knowledge of the Word
of God, and then they need to be a humble servant of Christ and present this
information with meekness (quiet, gentle, and submissive) and (in the) fear (of the
Lord).

2 Timothy 2:24-26

24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to
teach, patient,

25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God _peradventure
will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;




26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are
taken captive by him at his will.

As we learn here from the Apostle Paul, we must not strive or fight vigorously
against those who oppose themselves. We must be gentle and patient. And again
in meekness as we give instruction. And then perhaps, or maybe, God will give
them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth.

Remember the parable of the sower......

Luke 8:11-15

11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.

12 Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh
away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.

13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy;
and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall
away.

14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go
forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no
fruit to perfection.

15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart,
having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.

We need not strive or debate the Word of God with anyone. As you can see by the
Word of God, the receiving of the Word is a heart condition. Those who hear the
Word with an honest and a good heart, and keep the Word, will bring forth fruit
with patience.

As a witness of Jesus Christ, one of the first and most important scripture verses
for opening up someone’s eyes to the possibility of being misinformed with the
knowledge of Christ that they have been taught, is....

2 Timothy 3:16
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, Not some scripture is and others are
not.



This verse clearly states that All scripture is profitable for doctrine. All scripture is
profitable for reproof. All scripture is profitable for correction. All scripture is
profitable for instruction in righteousness.

This teaches us that we can not stack one scripture against another to justify why
we choose to only apply certain Bible verses in our walk with God. | would like to
give 3 examples of how people commonly use one scripture to reject another.

Example 1

John 3:16 (accepted)
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Mark 16:16 (rejected)
16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall
be damned.

Yet we have learned that all scripture is inspired by God and profitable for
doctrine.

Example 2

Romans 10:9 (accepted)
9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

Acts 2:38 (rejected)

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.

Example 3
Ephesians 2:8 (accepted)
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift

of God:

Acts 22:16 (rejected)



16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.

When you are witnessing to someone, be sure to introduce 2 Timothy 3:16 into the
conversation so that you can show the person that we should never use one
scripture against another, but rather all scripture will work together.

After you have opened up their eyes to the acknowledging that all scripture is
inspired by God and profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in
righteousness, a great follow up is to explain to them, how the scriptures are set up.

Isaiah 28:9-13

9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand
doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.

10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line
upon line; here a little, and there a little:

11 For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.

12 To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest;
and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.

13 But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon
precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they
might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.

The prophet Isaiah is telling us that knowledge and the understanding of doctrine,
comes by studying the scriptures one line at a time. Which is line upon line. And
also by one precept at a time. Which is a rule that governs one’s behavior or
thought, which would be a commandment. So, he is saying we learn by one
commandment at a time, and by studying the scriptures one line upon another line,
one commandment upon another. Gaining knowledge here a little and there a
little.

Meaning part of the information you need for a particular subject is found in one
book of the Bible while more of the information you need is found in other books
of the Bible.

God purposed this for man so that we would study the scriptures. God is looking
for someone who truly loves Him and is seeking Him. These type of people, will
search the scriptures, pray about them, learn from teachers, and will always
consider all possible meanings of the verse at hand, because they want to make



certain, they are obeying the Gospel correctly. It is to these people, that God will
open the scriptures up to, because the scriptures are spiritually discerned.

1 Corinthians 2:12-15

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of
God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth,
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.

15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.

Now | would like for you to take notice of Isaiah 28:13 again.

Isaiah 28:13

13 But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon
precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they
might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.

This verse here is speaking of the Jews. The Jews had been disobedient over and
over to the LORD. In His Jealousy, He decided that He would go to another
people who were not a people. This being (us) the Gentiles.

So Isaiah tells us that the word of the LORD to the Jews was one commandment
upon another, one line upon another, until it caused them to be snared. It became a
trap to them. The Word of God is written in a way, that God reveals to some,
while concealing it from others. The answer for why, is because of seeing whether
you have an honest or a dishonest heart. Do you truly love Him and will you obey
what he says, or will you not truly love Him and decide to build your own plan of
salvation from the scriptures. Listen to Jesus give the answer to His disciples.

Matthew 13:10-15

10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in
parables?

11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.

12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance:
but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.

13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and_hearing
they hear not, neither do they understand.




14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye
shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:
15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and
their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes and
hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be
converted, and | should heal them.

You may have read this just now, and missed the answer to why this happens. The
answer is verse 15. Jesus tells us, their hearts is waxed gross, their ears are dull of
hearing, and here is the answer to why they don’t see, for their eyes they have
closed. Least at any time they should open their eyes and see, which would allow
them to open their ears, to hear, which would bring understanding to their heart,
which would bring repentance and conversion, and then Jesus would heal them.

Jesus is looking for a bride that truly loves Him. Someone Obedient and Faithful
to Him. Thus scriptures were deliberately set up to either ensnare you if you love
not the truth, or if you do love the truth, the spirit will open your understanding.
Let me show you who the gospel is hid from and who it is revealed to.

Matthew 11:25

25 At that time Jesus answered and said, | thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast
revealed them unto babes.

2 Corinthians 4:1-4

1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not;
2 But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness,
nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth
commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.

3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should
shine unto them.

This goes right along with what Jesus answered to His disciples concerning them
that had shut their own eyes. Now we find out that because they believed not, the
god of this world has blinded their minds. So the Gospel is only hidden to the
Wise, Prudent, and to them that are lost. Yet it is revealed to babes.

2 Peter 3:13-18



13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye
may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our
beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written
unto you;

16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some
things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest,
as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.

17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also,
being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.

18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

As the witnesses of Jesus Christ it is important to understand how the scriptures
are set up and that all scripture is inspired by God. This knowledge will allow you
to quickly assess whether the person you are speaking with is hungry for truth. If
they are, this will lead to many other questions from them. As the Lord’s
witnesses we must be prepared to answer these questions by growing in grace, and
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ as we have just been
instructed.



