
Mystery Babylon the Great is the Roman Catholic Church 

 

 

 

This lesson will be showing scripturally why MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT can be no 

other except the Roman Catholic Church. 
 

For this to be shown scripturally we will be looking at both Revelation chapter 17 and 18 in full 

detail by examining each verse of scripture and the clues contained therein concerning who 

MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 

ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH is. 

 

Revelation 17:1-18  
1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying 

unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon 

many waters:  

 

First clue is the great whore set on many waters and that her judgment will come with the 

seventh vial of the wrath of God according to Revelation 16:17-21. "And the seventh angel 

poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from 

the throne, saying, It is done. And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was 

a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and 

so great. And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and 

great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the 

fierceness of his wrath. And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. And 

there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men 

blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great." 

 

2 With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth 

have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.  

 

The second clue we see is that "the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the 

inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication".  This is echoed 

again in Revelation 18:8-10. "Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, 

and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her. 

And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall 

bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning, Standing afar off 

for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one 

hour is thy judgment come."  

 

3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet 

coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.  

 

In our third clue given we see that the woman harlot is riding upon "a scarlet coloured beast, 

full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns."  This seven head ten horn beast 

is a world governmental system that the anti-christ will be ruling over of which the woman is 



riding upon according to Revelation 13:1-8. "And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a 

beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, 

and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, 

and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave 

him his power, and his seat, and great authority. And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded 

to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. And they 

worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, 

Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? And there was given unto him a 

mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty 

and two months. And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, 

and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. And it was given unto him to make war with 

the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and 

nations. And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in 

the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world."  This is also echoed 

again in Revelation 12:3 "And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red 

dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads" as well as Daniel 

7:27. "These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth. But 

the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for 

ever and ever. Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all the 

others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, 

brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet; And of the ten horns that were in his head, 

and of the other which came up, and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and 

a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows. I beheld, and 

the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; Until the Ancient of days 

came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints 

possessed the kingdom. Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, 

which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it 

down, and break it in pieces. And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: 

and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three 

kings. And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the 

most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time 

and times and the dividing of time. But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his 

dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end. And the kingdom and dominion, and the 

greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the 

most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey 

him." 

 

4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious 

stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her 

fornication:  

 

Fourth clue given to us is this woman "was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked 

with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations 

and filthiness of her fornication".  This is echoed again in Revelation 18:11-21. "And the 

merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any 

more: The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and 



purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner 

vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, And cinnamon, and odours, 

and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and 

sheep, and horses, and chariots, AND SLAVES, and SOULS OF MEN. And the fruits that thy 

soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are 

departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. The merchants of these things, which 

were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, And 

saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was CLOTHED IN FINE LINEN, AND PURPLE, AND 

SCARLET, AND DECKED WITH GOLD, AND PRECIOUS STONES, AND PEARLS! For in 

one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company in 

ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, And cried when they saw the 

smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city! And they cast dust on 

their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great city, wherein were 

made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made 

desolate. Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged 

you on her. And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, 

saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no 

more at all."  

 

5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 

MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.  

 

In our fifth clue we learn that she is "THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS 

OF THE EARTH."  This is revealing to us that this "MOTHER OF HARLOTS" that she has 

daughters, and also has written upon her forehead "ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH."  

These abominations are none other than her whoredoms of which we read from verse 2 "With 

whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth 

have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication."  

 

6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs 

of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.  

 

Sixth clue given to us as for the identity of this woman who is sitting upon "a scarlet coloured 

beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns" from verse 3 above is that 

she is "drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus".  This is 

echoed again in Revelation 16:4-6 "And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and 

fountains of waters; and they became blood. And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art 

righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus. For they 

have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are 

worthy" as well as in Revelation 18:20-24. "Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles 

and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her.  And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great 

millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be 

thrown down, and shall be found no more at all. And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of 

pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever 

craft he be, shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more 

at all in thee; And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the 



bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the 

great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. And in her was found 

the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth."  Here we also 

learn that it was "by thy sorceries were all nations deceived".  These sorceries are none other 

than the abominations by which she caused the kings of the earth to commit fornication with her, 

and the inhabitants of the earth to be drunk with the wine of her fornication.  This was done by 

her sorceries.  We also learn that not only "was found the blood of prophets, and of saints" 

but also "and of all that were slain upon the earth."   

 

Just as the scribes and Pharisees of the time of Jesus were responsible for "all the righteous 

blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of 

Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar", even so is "MYSTERY, 

BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 

EARTH" responsible for "the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon 

the earth." 

 

"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, 

and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, 

we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. Wherefore ye be 

witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets. Fill ye up 

then the measure of your fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the 

damnation of hell? Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and 

some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your 

synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: That upon you may come all the righteous 

blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of 

Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. Verily I say unto you, All these 

things shall come upon this generation." (Mt 23:29-36) 

 

7 And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the 

woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.  

8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go 

into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in 

the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is 

not, and yet is.  

9 And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the 

woman sitteth.  

 

In our seventh clue we are told that "The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the 

woman sitteth."  This is telling us the location of where this woman who is "MYSTERY, 

BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 

EARTH" is seated. 

 

10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when 

he cometh, he must continue a short space.  

 



In our eighth clue we learn that during the Apostle John's lifetime the sixth king was also living, 

thus helping us to identify this beast.  Remember this beast is also that of Daniel 2:36-45. "This 

is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. Thou, O king, art a king 

of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And 

wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath 

he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. And 

after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which 

shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as 

iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break 

in pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of 

iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch 

as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and 

part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest 

iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not 

cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.  And in the days of these kings shall 

the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not 

be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall 

stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without 

hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great 

God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, 

and the interpretation thereof sure."  

 

11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into 

perdition.  

12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; 

but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.  

13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.  

14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of 

lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.  

15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, 

and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.  

 

In our ninth clue we learn that "The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are 

peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues".  This lets us know that this woman will have 

strong international influence. 

 

16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall 

make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.  

17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto 

the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.  

18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the 

earth.  

 

And in our tenth and final clue we learn that this woman who is known as "MYSTERY, 

BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 

EARTH" is a city. 



There is only one entity that fulfills all ten of these clues and that is the Roman Catholic Church.   

Therefore "MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 

ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH” is the Roman Catholic Church! 

 

Let us review the clues. 
 

First clue is the great whore set on many waters and that her judgment will come with the 

seventh vial of the wrath of God according to Revelation 16:17-21. 

 

The second clue we see is that "the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the 

inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication" 

 

The third clue given we see that the woman harlot is riding upon "a scarlet coloured beast, full 

of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns."  This seven head ten horn beast is a 

world governmental system that the anti-christ will be ruling over of which the woman is riding 

upon according to Revelation 13:1-8.  

 

Fourth clue given to us is this woman "was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked 

with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations 

and filthiness of her fornication". 

 

In our fifth clue we learn that she is "THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS 

OF THE EARTH."  This is revealing to us that this "MOTHER OF HARLOTS" which implies 

that she has daughters, also has written upon her forehead "ABOMINATIONS OF THE 

EARTH."  These abominations are none other than her whoredoms of which we read from verse 

2 "With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth 

have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication."  

 

Sixth clue given to us as for the identity of this woman who is sitting upon "a scarlet coloured 

beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns" from verse 3 above is that 

she is "drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus".  Of 

which we then learned from Revelation 18:23-24 "by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. 

And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the 

earth." These sorceries are none other than the abominations by which she caused the kings of 

the earth to commit fornication with her, and the inhabitants of the earth to be drunk with the 

wine of her fornication.  This was done by her sorceries and we also learn that not only "was 

found the blood of prophets, and of saints" but also "and of all that were slain upon the earth." 

Just as the scribes and Pharisees of the time of Jesus were responsible for "all the righteous blood 

shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of 

Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar", even so is "MYSTERY, 

BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 

EARTH" responsible for "the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the 

earth." 

 

In our seventh clue we are told that "The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the 

woman sitteth."  This is telling us the location of where this woman who is "MYSTERY, 



BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 

EARTH" is seated. 

 

In our eighth clue we learn that during the Apostle John's lifetime the sixth king was also living, 

thus helping us to identify this beast.  

 

In our ninth clue we learn that "The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are 

peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues".  This lets us know that this woman will have 

strong international influence. 

 

And in our tenth and final clue we learn that this woman who is known as "MYSTERY, 

BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 

EARTH" is a city. 


