
Q.  Why did Jesus speak to the people in parables? 
 
Matthew 13:9-15 
9  Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
10  And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them 
in parables? 
11  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know 
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 
12  For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more 
abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that 
he hath. 
13  Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and 
hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. 
14  And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing 
ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not 
perceive: 
15  For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, 
and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their 
eyes and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and 
should be converted, and I should heal them. 
 
Mark 4:9-12 
9  And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
10  And when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked 
of him the parable. 
11  And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the 
kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in 
parables: 
12  That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, 
and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins 
should be forgiven them. 
 
Luke 8:9-10  
9  And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable be? 
10  And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom 
of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing 
they might not understand. 
 
 
 



John 12:31-43 
31  Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be 
cast out. 
32  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 
33  This he said, signifying what death he should die. 
34  The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ 
abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? 
who is this Son of man? 
35  Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk 
while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in 
darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. 
36  While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of 
light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from 
them. 
37  But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed 
not on him: 
38  That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, 
Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord 
been revealed? 
39  Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again, 
40  He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not 
see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I 
should heal them. 
41  These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him. 
42  Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but 
because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out 
of the synagogue: 
43  For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. 
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