
Q.   Why did Apostle Paul tell us to work out our own salvation with fear 
and trembling? 

 
Psalms 9:5-8  
5  Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast destroyed the wicked, thou hast 
put out their name for ever and ever. 
6  O thou enemy, destructions are come to a perpetual end: and thou hast 
destroyed cities; their memorial is perished with them. 
7  But the LORD shall endure for ever: he hath prepared his throne for 
judgment. 
8  And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall minister judgment 
to the people in uprightness. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:14-17 
14  I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be 
put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear 
before him. 
15  That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been; 
and God requireth that which is past. 
16  And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgment, that 
wickedness was there; and the place of righteousness, that iniquity was 
there. 
17  I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for 
there is a time there for every purpose and for every work. 
 
Ecclesiastes 8:10-13 
10  And so I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the place 
of the holy, and they were forgotten in the city where they had so done: this 
is also vanity. 
11  Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore 
the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil. 
12  Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet 
surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before 
him: 
13  But it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he prolong his 
days, which are as a shadow; because he feareth not before God. 
 
Ecclesiastes 11:9-10 
9  Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the 
days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of 



thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into 
judgment. 
10  Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil from thy 
flesh: for childhood and youth are vanity. 
 
Galatians 6:7-9  
7  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap. 
8  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he 
that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 
9  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if 
we faint not. 
 
Philippians 2:4-12      
4  Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things 
of others. 
5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God: 
7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
9  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name: 
10  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth; 
11  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 
12  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling. 
 
II Timothy 4:1  
1  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 
 
Hebrews 10:24-31  
24  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 



25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 
approaching. 
26  For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 
27  But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adversaries. 
28  He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three 
witnesses: 
29  Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of 
the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done 
despite unto the Spirit of grace? 
30  For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will 
recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 
31  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
 
Hebrews 12:18-29  
18  For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that 
burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 
19  And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they 
that heard entreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more: 
20  (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much 
as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a 
dart: 
21  And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and 
quake:) 
22  But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 
23  To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in 
heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made 
perfect, 
24  And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 
sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. 
25  See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who 
refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn 
away from him that speaketh from heaven: 
26  Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, 
Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. 



27  And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things 
that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be 
shaken may remain. 
28  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have 
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 
29  For our God is a consuming fire. 
 
I Peter 1:17-20 
17  And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth 
according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: 
18  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition 
from your fathers; 
19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot: 
20  Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifest in these last times for you, 
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