
Q.  Should we desire to be absent from the body? 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:1-3 
1  So I returned, and considered all the oppressions that are done under the 
sun: and behold the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no 
comforter; and on the side of their oppressors there was power; but they had 
no comforter. 
2  Wherefore I praised the dead which are already dead more than the living 
which are yet alive. 
3  Yea, better is he than both they, which hath not yet been, who hath not 
seen the evil work that is done under the sun. 
 
II Corinthians 5:1-9   
1  For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, 
we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 
2  For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house 
which is from heaven: 
3  If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. 
4  For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that 
we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed 
up of life. 
5  Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath 
given unto us the earnest of the Spirit. 
6  Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home 
in the body, we are absent from the Lord: 
7  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 
8  We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and 
to be present with the Lord. 
9  Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted 
of him. 
 
Philippians 1:20-23 
20  According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall 
be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be 
magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. 
21  For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
22  But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall 
choose I wot not. 



23  For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with 
Christ; which is far better: 
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