
Q.  Should I desire to be rich? 
 
Job 1:13-22 
13  And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and 
drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: 
14  And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, 
and the asses feeding beside them: 
15  And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have 
slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to 
tell thee. 
16  While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of 
God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, 
and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 
17  While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The 
Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried 
them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only 
am escaped alone to tell thee. 
18  While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons 
and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's 
house: 
19  And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the 
four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; 
and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 
20  Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down 
upon the ground, and worshipped, 
21  And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I 
return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be 
the name of the LORD. 
22  In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 
 
Proverbs 11:28 
28  He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous shall flourish as 
a branch. 
 
Proverbs 13:7 
7  There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is that maketh 
himself poor, yet hath great riches. 
 
 
 



Proverbs 18:11 
11  The rich man's wealth is his strong city, and as an high wall in his own 
conceit. 
 
Proverbs 23:4-5 
4  Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom. 
5  Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make 
themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven. 
 
Proverbs 28:20 
20  A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh haste to 
be rich shall not be innocent. 
 
Proverbs 28:22 
22  He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that 
poverty shall come upon him. 
 
Ecclesiastes 5:10-20  
10  He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth 
abundance with increase: this is also vanity. 
11  When goods increase, they are increased that eat them: and what good is 
there to the owners thereof, saving the beholding of them with their eyes? 
12  The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little or much: but 
the abundance of the rich will not suffer him to sleep. 
13  There is a sore evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches kept 
for the owners thereof to their hurt. 
14  But those riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son, and there 
is nothing in his hand. 
15  As he came forth of his mother's womb, naked shall he return to go as he 
came, and shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in his 
hand. 
16  And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go: 
and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind? 
17  All his days also he eateth in darkness, and he hath much sorrow and 
wrath with his sickness. 
18  Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat and 
to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun 
all the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion. 



19  Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath 
given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his 
labour; this is the gift of God. 
20  For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because God 
answereth him in the joy of his heart. 
 
Ecclesiastes 6:1-2 
1  There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is common among 
men: 
2  A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he 
wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not 
power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an evil 
disease. 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:14 
14  In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider: 
God also hath set the one over against the other, to the end that man should 
find nothing after him. 
 
Matthew 6:19-34 
19  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 
20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 
21  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
22  The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy 
whole body shall be full of light. 
23  But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If 
therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! 
24  No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love 
the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon. 
25  Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall 
eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not 
the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 
26  Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor 
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much 
better than they? 
27  Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 



28  And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 
29  And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. 
30  Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to 
morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of 
little faith? 
31  Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we 
drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 
32  (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 
33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you. 
34  Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
 
Matthew 8:19-20  
19  And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee 
whithersoever thou goest. 
20  And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air 
have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 
 
Matthew 13:22 
22  He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; 
and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, 
and he becometh unfruitful. 
 
Matthew 19:16-24 
16  And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good 
thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? 
17  And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but 
one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 
18  He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou 
shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false 
witness, 
19  Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. 
20  The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my 
youth up: what lack I yet? 



21  Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and 
follow me. 
22  But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for 
he had great possessions. 
23  Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man 
shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
24  And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 
 
Mark 4:19  
19  And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts 
of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 
 
Mark 10:17-25 
17  And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and 
kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may 
inherit eternal life? 
18  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good 
but one, that is, God. 
19  Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, 
Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and 
mother. 
20  And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed 
from my youth. 
21  Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou 
lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 
22  And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great 
possessions. 
23  And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly 
shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 
24  And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth 
again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in 
riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 
25  It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of God. 
 
Luke 6:24-26 
24  But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation. 



 
Luke 8:14  
14  And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, 
go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and 
bring no fruit to perfection. 
 
Luke 12:13-34  
13  And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that 
he divide the inheritance with me. 
14  And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you? 
15  And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a 
man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. 
16  And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich 
man brought forth plentifully: 
17  And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have 
no room where to bestow my fruits? 
18  And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; 
and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 
19  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many 
years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 
20  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 
21  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 
22  And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no 
thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall 
put on. 
23  The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment. 
24  Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have 
storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much more are ye better 
than the fowls? 
25  And which of you with taking thought can add to his stature one cubit? 
26  If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why take ye thought 
for the rest? 
27  Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet I 
say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
28  If then God so clothe the grass, which is to day in the field, and to 
morrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe you, O ye of 
little faith? 
29  And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye 
of doubtful mind. 



30  For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your 
Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. 
31  But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be 
added unto you. 
32  Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. 
33  Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not 
old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, 
neither moth corrupteth. 
34  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
 
Luke 18:18-25 
18  And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life? 
19  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is good, save 
one, that is, God. 
20  Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, 
Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother. 
21  And he said, All these have I kept from my youth up. 
22  Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou 
one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me. 
23  And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich. 
24  And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said, How hardly 
shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 
25  For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle's eye, than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of God. 
 
II Corinthians 8:9 
9  For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 
 
Colossians 3:1-3 
1  If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 
2  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
3  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 
 
 
 



I Timothy 6:3-11  
3  If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even 
the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to 
godliness; 
4  He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of 
words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, 
5  Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, 
supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. 
6  But godliness with contentment is great gain. 
7  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry 
nothing out. 
8  And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 
9  But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. 
10  For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows. 
11  But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 
 
James 1:9-11  
9  Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 
10  But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he 
shall pass away. 
11  For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the 
grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it 
perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways. 
 
James 2:1-7  
1  My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory, with respect of persons. 
2  For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly 
apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile raiment; 
3  And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto 
him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or 
sit here under my footstool: 
4  Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil 
thoughts? 



5  Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this 
world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them 
that love him? 
6  But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw 
you before the judgment seats? 
7  Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called? 
 
James 5:1-6 
1  Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come 
upon you. 
2  Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. 
3  Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness 
against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure 
together for the last days. 
4  Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, 
which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have 
reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. 
5  Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have 
nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. 
6  Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you. 
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